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Silistra-Calarasi

Tutrakan - Oltenita cities
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISTICS & EVOLUTION

READING THE LANDSCAPE
Danube

Oltenita port and
shipyard area

2
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Situated near confluence of the Arges River with the Danube, Oltenita
faces the city of Tutrakan on the Bulgarian riverbank. Historical and
cultural links between the two cities were favoured by the narrow
span of the river in this area. During cold winter, the river was usually
crossable by feet. Today, river crossing can be arranged only for
pedestrian and bicycle riders. The Danube cars crossing is only
possible in the twin cities of Giurgiu-Ruse and Calarasi-Silistra. This
Landscape Unit illustrates the typical landscape difference between
the Romanian and the Bulgarian river bank, Oltenita is situated on
a Danube’s flat and low floodplain and Tutrakan on steep hills that
overlook the Danube. The city of Tutrakan preserved its traditional
architecture with small Balkan-style houses with large and colourful

5

3

5
4

0

2,5

5km

Tutrakan gardens

P. 112 / Romania-Bulgaria cross border landscapes Atlas

Landscape_Atlas.indd 112

26/09/14 13:41

gardens. The hills’ steepness, rising to up to 100 metres from the
Danube’s level, offers beautiful bird eye’s views on the river and on
the Oltenita’s bank with its adjacent natural areas. Oltenita developed
itself as an industrial port city during the communism period and as
intensive agriculture centre because of the soil fertility of this former
wetland area composed of chernozem, a black-coloured soil with
high percentages of humus and of phosphoric acids, phosphorus and
ammonia. Two Natura 2000 sites are bounded by the city’s outskirts,
the Dunare-Oltenita site to the West and the Oltenita-Mostistea-Chiciu
to the East. River landscapes can be mainly admired from the port and
the shipyard area.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FEATURES

Oltenita’s port induced the development of industrial and processing
industries such as ship building, light industries, food-processing,
textile or furniture. On the city outskirts, intensive agriculture is the
major economic activity. Tutrakan is the centre of an agricultural region
with a small industrial sector mainly based on small ship building and
food-processing. Agriculture is the main economic activity, while
orchards and vineyards can be seen on the surrounding hilly areas.
Leisure and subsistence fishing are also widespread activities on both
riverbanks. The two cities have suffered from the economic transition
period and entered in a depopulation process due the lack of job and
economic opportunities. Both cities have a quite similar economic
profile but have not developed strong economic links and synergies
in order to create economies of scale in the shipbuilding industry or in
agriculture for example. Even if Oltenita has become one of the main
stop for Danube cruise ships due to its proximity to Bucharest, the area
did not develop any tourism strategies to retain these tourists or even
to attract tourists from the nearby city of Bucharest. On the other side,
Tutrakan has launched an ambitious plan of renovation of its traditional
architecture and the area is well covered with greenways linked to the
Euroveloroute 6.

CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

The Tutrakan city is built on the remains of an old Roman period
settlement founded in the 1st century under the name of Transmarisca.

Tutrakan

Fishing village in Tutrakan

RECOMMENDATIONS

1>Creating joint tourism and leisure areas linked with the
Danube in both cities with nautical and sport activities such as
boating, fishing, cycling
2>Development of a common cultural events calendar in order
to become a destination for the Bucharest metropolitan area
inhabitants
3>Enhance the accessibility infrastructure and facilities between the
two cities and the greenway network linked to the Euroveloroute 6
4>Develop sustainable tourism activities in the Natura 2000 sites
As a former important site in the Roman castrum network on the
ancient Danubian limes, Tutrakan kept its strategic defensive role
under the Ottoman Empire rule. It was also the place of a well known
fierce battle during the First World war. Today, the fishermen’s village
situated in the north-eastern part of town, near the Saint Nicholas
Church the fishermen’s patron saint, is the main attraction with its 48
traditional buildings. This neighbourhood has entered in a controlled
renovation process as most of the buildings are protected. Tutrakan
is also bordered by two Natura 2000 sites, Kalimok- Brashlen to the
West, and Pozharevo – Garvan to the East. As an old Danube port,
Oltenita offer to its visitors various historical monuments such as the
water tower, the Barbulescu house or the Victoria Hotel, that were built
during the early modernization period of the 19th century. Neolithic
archaeological sites of the Gumelnita culture have been discovered
in the city surroundings and the city museum presents a special
collection that focus on this fascinating civilisation with thousands of
artefacts. The city is also known for its charming fishing spots such as
the Albina island.

THREATS

Both cities have still not recovered from the economic transition
period and the 2007 economic crisis. They need to tackle urgently the
challenge of a shrinking and ageing population process. One of the
main issues are the common lack of infrastructures, the modernisation
of the port areas and the lack of synergies between the two cities.

Traditional house in Tutrakan

Fishing on the Danube
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Panoramic viewpoint

tutrakan port, silistra

Plan and proposal

Tutrakan city, Ribarska street
GPS > 44° 3’11.39’’N ; 26°36’57.48’’E
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site description

«A landing dock on the edge of the water»

Tutrakan stands on an amphitheatre site on a Danube’s steep riverside.
The town has a picturesque architecture that illustrates its rich history
as a Danube port. There are different ways to reach the river down from
the historical town centre, which has entered in a renovation process.
The riverside, composed of a diversity of decks and landing docks,
provides a generous continuity above the water, appearing as a strip
of land floating over it. Once turned towards the Romanian shore, any
passer-by can appreciate the body of water stretching to the horizon
and the dense line of poplar trees on the other side of the Danube.
A panoramic viewpoint should be placed in the northern part of the
city, on Ribarska street, along the existing road. The location offers a
great bird eye’s view over the Danube River and the Romanian side.
Currently, it is used as a place where the fishermen keep their boats
and as a lawn. The viewpoint is surrounded by a neighbourhood and
will be used as well by the local inhabitants.

READING THE LANDSCAPE
Oltenita industrial area

0

0,25

0,5

1km

Water contact, horizontality

Fishermen

Unused buildings

P. 114 / Romania-Bulgaria cross border landscapes Atlas

Landscape_Atlas.indd 114

26/09/14 13:41

General proposals

1>Continue repaving Ribarska street and linking it with the church area and the Transmarisca street.
2>Create a new promenade linked with Ribarska street;
3>Redesign the amphitheatre descending to the water;
4>Plant a vegetation fence to better integrate the industrial and storage areas near the river banks;
5>Create a multi-sport area with small sport fields and equipments and an organic playground linked
to the floating dock that will be used for water sports.
6>Build a wood tower as a landmark, an info point and a panoramic point that will be linked with the
new small marina and the fishermen’s area;
7>Create a landscaped parking area.
Pedestrian acces
to the waterfront
area

Landmark
tower

Floating
dock

Create a
multipurpose
leisure area

Observation
point
Water
amphitheatre

Panoramic
pointview
platform

Massive plantations
near an industrial
area

Terrace - cafe - restauRant
area

Organic
playground

Multisport
area

Terrace and
benches

Landscaped
parking area

Potential
exposition space
and information
point

New church
square

The current city renovation process could include a house for cultural activities.
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1/ Sboryanovo Archaeological reserve with the Sveshtari Thracian
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISTICS & EVOLUTION

The landscape unit is part of the plain and hilly area of the Dobrudja
plain and is crossed by North-South direction valleys. The area is
mainly composed of low hilly plains with a forest coverage that is by
arable lands. The central and the western parts of the Ludogorsko
Plateau keep the remnants of ancient broadleaf forests and is formed
of Karst limestones covered by a layout of loess silt-sized sediment.
The area is crossed by few low rivers such as the Krapinets and the
Kulak but is rich in underground waters. During centuries, travellers
describe the Deliorman area, the traditional name of the area in Turkish
that means wild forests, as a difficult area to cross. Now the forests are
much younger and we can find remaining parts of the old forest in
some scattered areas. The forest cover is composed of lime-tree forest
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READING THE LANDSCAPE
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around Dulovo and of typical oak forests and mixed broadleaf woods.
The region was inhabited by the Getae Thracian tribes and is famous
for the Thracian burial mounds and historical-archaeological reserve
of Sboryanovo. The most famous tomb is around 2300 years old and is
located near the village of Sveshtari. It is enlisted as an UNESCO World
heritage site. Moreover, several Natura 2000 sites can be visited in the
area.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FEATURES

The main economic activity in the area is agriculture as the forest has
been largely replaced by arable lands. The soils are rich in humus from
the forests that existed here. Grain, sunflower and industrial crops are
intensively cultivated. Orchards can also be found. Livestock farming
is also present with livestock growing and dairy farming. Some food
processing units have developed in the area during the last years.
Timber production is also an important activity in an area, which is
also well known for big game hunting of animals such as the red deer,
the roe deer, the wild boar or the chamois. The largest industry in
the region is the production of ceramics in Isperih. The main social
issues are a shrinking population and the massive emigration of young
people towards the main urban centers or abroad. The majority of the
population belongs to the Turkish ethnic group.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1>Create and implement strict forest management plans to stop
illegal cuttings and poaching and to extend the forest windbreak
network
2>Encourage the diversification of agricultural practices, focusing
on ecological and sustainable practices (promote crop rotation,
monitor soil fertility and pollution)
3>Encourage the development of organic cultures and livestock
farming by creating local brands associated with the protected
sites in order to promote the fact that natural areas are more an
advantage than an obstacle for local development.
4>To train people in agriculture and wood-craft activities.
4>Create a thematic trail of the Ludogorie forests linked with the
nearby towns with stop over points.

CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

The region is well known by the speleologists for its rich network caves,
most of them being still only partially explored. The main protected area
is the Ludogorie Protected site with its rich variety of butterflies. We can
also mention specific natural areas such as the Myusterika reserve and
the Bozhurite large forest meadow with their exceptional wild peonies
flora, which are celebrated during springtime local festivals that take
place in the blooming period. Apart from the Sveshtari tomb complex,
the archaeological museum in the village of Pobiti kamani give rich
information on the region’s history. The area is also well known for its
oil wrestling fights, a Turkish tradition that has been kept until now.

Ornithological habitat

THREATS

The weak protection of the forest cover affects the fauna and flora habitats
and damage the area’s green corridors. The intensive use of fertilizers in
agriculture is also becoming an important environmental issue.

Deliorman - The wild forests

Roads in the wilderness

Plain deciduous forests

Sboryanovo Archeological site
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Panoramic viewpoint

Sveshtari tumulus, razgrad

Sveshtari village,
county road nr 205, GPS >
43°43’53.60’’N ; 26o46’,26.03’’E

Entrances: burial
mound valley
and royal tomb

N

Sveshtari

The «royal tomb»

The burial mounds

site description

The Sveshtari necropolis is part of the Sboryanovo Historical and
Archaeological Reserve, located in the northeast of Bulgaria. Among
the ancient Thracian burial mounds found on the site, one has been
particularly noticed for his remarkable architectural and aesthetic value
and has been named « The Royal Tomb». This 3rd-century BC tomb has
been included on the Unesco World Heritage list and represents the
landmark of the archaeological reserve.

READING THE LANDSCAPE
Agricultural fields

Water tower

Forest
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Isperih

The thracian royal tomb
Burial mounds

Archaeological site

Water tower/Bellevue point

0
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The landscape of the site is defined by the numerous burial mounds.
These pyramid shaped formations, covered with grass, spread over the
fields close to the Sveshtari village. Driving out of the wood on the road
towards the village, one’s attention is drawn by the high water tower that
stands as a kind of signpost for the necropolis.
Newly discovered thracian mounds

Archaeological site
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General proposals

The proposal is to renovate the water tower strategically positionned
on the site and transform it in a panoramic viewpoint that offers tourism
and historical information on the area. The upper part, a terrace, will
be reached through stairs or even through an elevator if one can be
built inside or outside the tower in order to enhance accesibility to this
«terrace». Some additional light landscape interventions should be
made in order to ease the access to the burial mounds ( paths network,
signage system, etc...).

The water tower is a landmark

1
6
View from the tower towards the necropolis
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1 Sveshtari village
2 Current road to the necropolis
3 Proposed path
4 Water tower
5 Burial mounds
6 The Royal Tomb

Sections of the tower

View of the tower

Forest

Water tower

Agricultural fields
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READING THE LANDSCAPE
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The Mostitea valley is located in the South Baragan Plain which
belongs to the southern part of the Romanian plain. The area is
characterized by low plains with shallow valleys that ends at the
confluence with the rivers’ lagoon. The Mostistea lake is a wide aquatic
habitat with a surface area of 1860 ha. The vegetation is characterized
by specific floodplain forest with white willows, white and black
poplars and some specimens of ashes, elms and oaks. Between these
small forests, we can notice grass meadows, arable land and areas
of steppic grassland. The Mostitea valley is a settlement area since
the Neolithic period and has been since then crossed by historical
trade roads coming from the South and passing by the Bulgarian city
of Tutrakan. The landscape of the valley has changed during the 20th
century in order to develop agriculture: creation of storage lakes and
canals, relocation of settlements and development of infrastructures
(dams, dikes, roads...).
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ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

The main economic activities in the area are linked to agriculture fish
farming and trading at the exception of the city Lehliu Gara,which
has a predominant industrial and commercial character. Mostiştea
Valley’s agriculture is focused on cereals and sunflower or colza
cultures. A third of the local companies have activities in agriculture,
forestry or fishing while another third are involved in the trade
sector. Livestock production is gradually disappearing due to the
fact that grazing areas were reduced. The area is becoming more
and more well known thanks to its fishing lakes and its international
fishing competitions. It has now to develop its accommodations
and tourism facilities in order to attract the fishermen’s families and
become a complete tourism destination mostly for the Bucharest
inhabitants.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1>To create a «lake» greenway that will link the Eurovelo route 6
to the Mostitea Valley
2>To support the development of fisheries products.
3>To organise the pasture areas along the valleys and encourage
grazing
4>To support the development of accommodations and of tourism
facilities in order to transform the area from a fishing to a leisure
destination.

CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

Numerous archaeological sites, dating back to the early Neolithic
period (Boian and Gumelnita cultures) and continuing with those of
the bronze age and iron age, have been discovered all over the area
and can be visited in almost every village. The most important site
from the Latene period can be found in the Sultana village. The area
is also well known for its rich cultural and religious heritage with the
«St. Nicholas» ( 1854) and «Holy Trinity» (1838) churches in Dorobantu
village, the Church of « St. Demetrius and St. Nestor» ( 1648-1660) in
the village of Manastirea, the surprising memorial monument of stone
crosses on the site of the Ulmu village old church, the Silistea village
mansion house located on the Argovei lake shores or the «Schimbarea
la fata» church (1848) in the village of Sohatu. Important protected bird
species nest and winter in the area.

Carp fishing competition,
new image of the valley.

Vineyards

The location of the settlements gives a specific identity

THREATS

The current main threats are linked to the development of intensive
agriculture responsible for the water pollution by pesticides and
fertilisers and for reed cutting and stubble burning in order to enlarge
the cultivated area. The process of lake shores erosion is also becoming
a key challenge to tackle in the area.

Old valley

Cultivated land

Water and earth

Fundulea Lakes

Endless sky

Human settlement on the
top of the valley
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Promenade & Panoramic viewpoint

Sultana - Malu Rosu, Calarasi

Sultana, Coconi,
comunal road No 303
GPS > 44o15’40.85’’N ; 26o52’08.74’’E

POINTS OF INTEREST and accessibility
1/ Gumelnita culture settlement 2/ Cemetery 3/ Boian culture
settlement 4/ Mostistei lake 5/ Vineyard

N

Grave in the archeological site

Promontory above the Manastirea lake

site description

READING THE LANDSCAPE
shores’ erosion
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The scenic viewpoint is located on one of the highest points above
the Mostistei lake. The simultaneous actions of wind and water erosion
have created a spectacular landscape, marked by the lake steeped
shores - that give its name to the lake: Malu Rosu (Red Bank).
The use of the lake as a source of water for irrigation is the cause of
the increased water level. According to 19th century maps, the areas
near the lake were used for grazing. The archaeological sites were
then marked as graves. All the archaeological sites were found on the
highest terraces of the Mostistea Valley, on the west side. The SultanaMalu Rosu archaeological site is near Sultana village, closed to the
water. Because of the shores’erosion, the archaeological site suffered
and is still suffering irreversible damages.
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General proposals

a

b

Footpath

Panoramic viewpoint platform
Grazing area

c

Bird watching tower
Protected site with information panel
Picnic area
Windbreaks plantations
Landscaped parking area

d

RECOMMENDATIONS

1>Restore and protect the archeological sites
2>Plant vegetation and tree wind breaks in order to fight against
erosion and reinforce the shores
3>Build a pathway with green materials (sand, gravel) to link the
archeological sites with the other panoramic viewpoints along
the cliff road
4>Create a pathway towards the water and a dock for small boats.

b

Example of a bird watching tower

D

panoramio.com

C

Proposal of picnic area on the peninsula
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Shepherd and sheeps in Mostistea
Valley / CALARASI
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Srebarna Managed Reserve
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1/ Pelikanite Protected site - part of Srebarna Biosphere Reserve
2/ Ludogorie - Srebarna BG protected area 3/ Oltenita –Mostistea
- Chiciu RO protected area 4/ Pozharevo - Garvan BG protected area
5/ Museum of Natural Science 6/ Picnic and Observation point area
7/ Vetren - Danube fishing harbour
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISTICS & EVOLUTION

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FEATURES

The Srebarna managed reserve belongs to the Bulgarian State and
is managed by the Bulgarian Ministry of Environment and Waters.

READING THE LANDSCAPE
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Srebarna village
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Situated 2 km South from the Danube and 16 km West from Silistra,
the Srebarna Nature Reserve spreads over 600 ha and is composed of
a freshwater lake, a wetland that surrounds the lake and a forest belt
that goes along the Danube. The reserve is included in the UNESCO’s
World Heritage list and is famous worldwide for bird watching. It is the
nesting place for around 100 species of birds and also a winter refuge
for migratory bird species such as the Dalmatian pelican, egrets, herons
and ibises as it is situated exactly on a migratory birds’ path known as
the Western Palaearctic migratory flyway. The Srebarna lake, as a typical
freshwater Danube lake of the river flood terrace area, used to be directly
connected to the Danube but a dike was constructed to separate the
wetland from the Danube River in 1949. After a partial removal of the dikes
in 1978, a channel needed to be built in 1994 to restore the connection
and control the flows of Danube water into the lake.
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The Museum of Natural Science is the only tourism facility in the
area and therefore its main attraction. Bird observatories have
been built but otherwise commercial, tourism and hunting activities
are prohibited in the reserve. The reserve is a restricted area and
entering is allowed only with special permit but local people and
visitors are allowed to walk around the lake at the condition that they
strictly follow the marked ecopaths. Fishing is a very popular activity
on the Danube riverbanks and a fishing spot has been created in the
south-western part of the reserve. A few tourist accommodations can
be found in the area and in the village of Srebarna. Along with fishing,
subsistence farming is the main economic activity.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1>Create common management plans with neighbouring Natura
2000 areas such as the Oltenita–Mostistea-Chiciu area in order
to create and preserve green corridors between the protected
areas, to design common sustainable and innovative tourism
facilities and to launch common cross border tourism offers
2>Support the local population in the development of sustainable
economic initiatives that will take benefit of the reserve existence
such as the creation of a label for agriculture and fishing products
3>Restore a supplying water system closer to its natural state

CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

The Srebarna reserve hosts approximately 233 protected bird species,
80% of them migratory, and 10% of the worldwide population of
Dalmatian pelican. The site shelters also an impressive mammal fauna
with amongst others: otters, polecats, wildcats, jackals and muskrats.
They can be observed by either taking the ecotrail that goes along
the reserve or by watching the footage of the cameras placed in the
reserve. An archaeological site dating from the Roman period can be
visited in the village of Vetren that is a worth visiting destination thanks
to the preservation of its rich immaterial heritage.

THREATS

The main challenge remains to enhance the connection with the
Danube which determines for example the extension of reed islands
that gives access to mammals and threatened birds populations.

Narrowed angle of view

Danube - poplar groves

Reed islands

Srebarna - a scenic village

Touristic facilities need improvement

Relation between
the village and
the wetland area

forest covered hills
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rest area

Srebarna natural reserve, silistra
POINTS OF INTEREST

Srebarna village,
national road no 21
GPS > 44° 5’42.74’’N ; 27° 5’12.63’’E

1/ Srebarna village 2/ The lake with the floating islands of reed
3/ Birdwatching – only with optics

site description

N
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The Srebarna Nature Reserve is a freshwater lake that extends over 600
hectares and is home to numerous species of birds. This Ramsar and
Unesco’s World Heritage site is a perfect shelter for protected species
of birds, especially during the winter’s migration period. Nicknamed «El
Dorado of Birds» by ornithologists, the site is adjacent to the Danube.
The reserve is of an obvious interest with already existing special
viewpoints for ornithological observation. On the road from Silistra, an
already existing rest area could be renovated easily in order to create a
very accessible panoramic viewpoint that will satisfy travellers, tourists
as well as nature enthusiasts. From this rest area, visitors can have a
panoramic view of the whole valley with the reeds’ floating islands, the
Srebarna’s village red roofs, the white building of the Nature Museum
and the line of poplar plantations that frames the lake in the far end
of the valley drawing the Danube riverbank. The roadside vegetation
currently hinders the perception of the surrounding landscape and the
first action must be to trim it.
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A narrowed view

Multidecks

Symbolic mosaic in the existing rest area

General proposals

1>To set up the rest area as an ornithological and a landscape
observatory with specific information on the Srebarna reserve
2>To build different platforms that descend towards the lake as
observation points.
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SILISTRA, CALARASI

SILISTRA-CALARASI CITIES
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1/ The pedestrian path along the Borcea Branch 2/ The beach on the
Borcea Branch, reachable by boat 3/ The parks and gardens built
under the Danube cornice 4/ The antique and medieval Durostorum
fortress and its park 5/ The Turkish fort from the 19th century
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Silistra is situated on the Danube on a low Danubian terrace in the
most north-eastern part of Bulgaria and is bordering Romania on land
and water. The landscape here is flat and open and surrounded by low
hills, among which the higher one is situated about 1.5 km from the
Danube in the south of the city. On its top, we can find the old Turkish
fortress Medjidi Tabia elevated around 100m above the city. The city
mainly expanded on its southern hillside part throughout centuries for
defensive reasons. Silistra is one of the oldest Bulgarian cities. The
Roman fortress of Durostorum was established on a former Thracian
settlement. Its landscape is often marked by numerous ancient Roman
remains, such as a 15 km Roman road, that illustrate the importance
of Durostorum, which got the administrative privileged statute of selfgoverning city. In the following centuries, the city kept its importance in
the Bulgarian First Empire period and was also an important religious
centre. Calarasi is situated on a Lower Danube terrace on the left
bank of the Borcea branch. The area is at the junction point between
a steppe grassland and a pond area with varied and rich vegetation.
The city was mentioned for the first time in the beginning of the 18th
century and started to develop in the middle of the 19th century.
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FEATURES

Both cities were important regional industrial poles during the
communism period and suffered during the transition period and
again after the 2008 economic crisis. Most of the main industrial
facilities have closed during the last 20 years and both cities, especially
Silistra, have a strong decrease of their population. The main economic
activities in Silistra are currently food processing, textiles, construction
materials and transport. Agriculture is a traditional and very important
sector in the surrounding area with wheat and sunflower crops, fruit
(the apricots are typical for the region) and wine production. The city
of Calarasi was divided in functional zones devoted to various sections
of heavy and light industries such as food processing, melamine
chipboard, steel, paper, glass and concrete precast industries.

CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

The twin cities are complementary regarding their tourism potential.
Silistra offers a rich cultural heritage with its scattered Roman ruins
in the Durostorum architectural and archaeological reserve, with the
famous Medjidi Tabia Ottoman fortress or its museum of Regional
History. Calarasi is situated along rich Natura 2000 sites that can be
linked to the Silver biosphere reserve on the Bulgarian side to create
joint ecotourism products. The city offers unique spots to enjoy water
leisure activities with its sandy beaches and sport infrastructures. As
the landscape is marked by abandoned industrial plants, industrial
heritage can be developed with landmarks such as the SIDERCA
factory that used to employ more than 6 000 persons and was one of
the largest steel plant in Europe.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1>Create a common landscape management plan for these twin
cities with large green areas and parks and surrounded by Natura
2000 sites. This plan should also focus on the creation of secondary
greenways networks that will be linked to the Euroveloroute 6.
2>Find a sustainable rehabilitation solution for the abandoned
industrial sites through their integration in urban renovation plan
or in an industrial heritage strategy.
4>Develop joint cultural and natural heritage tourism products
such as common tickets for the Calarasi lower Danube museum
and the Silistra Regional history museum.
5>Develop joint festivals and cultural events to foster the relations
between the twin cities inhabitants and attract tourists from the
Bucharest area.

THREATS

The main threat is linked to the depopulation trend of these two cities that
are living in a permanent economic crisis since the fall of communism.

Agriculture around Calarasi city

Lakes and natural area near Calarasi city

Danube
panorama

Direct access
to the river

Silistra, an old settlement

Romanian side
of the danube

The Medjidi Tabia fortress - Silistra

Ruins of the
«dorostorum» fortress

SILISTRA
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Calarasi

Calarasi Central Park Promenade

Calarasi city,
national road no 3
GPS > 44o11’22.25’ ; 27o19’45.16’’

POINTS OF INTEREST and accessibility

1/ Big Park 2/ Borcea channel 3/ Fishermen area 4/ Dumbrava Park
5/ City center 6/ Big Beach

N

4
5
Calarasi Central Park

site description

In this urban place, a scenic viewpoint can be created next to the
West edge of the Calarasi’s Central Park. This part of the park looks
currently as a derelicted area and is rarely visited by the park’s visitors.
Nevertheless, this spot is offering a unique perspective over the
Borcea Channel. The structure envisaged here will allow visitors to
establish a new type of relation with the Danube and its surroundings,
placing them on a higher vantage point and giving the opportunity to
better observe and contemplate the surroundings: the opposite shore
of Borcea Channel, the Jirlau Lake and its nearby fishing area and the
Calarasi industrial area situated on the South-East.
This location is perfect for implementing a scenic viewpoint as the
necessary facilities are already existing (parking area, toilets, shops,

READING THE LANDSCAPE
Calarasi Central Park Promenade
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Borcea Channel bank
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etc.) and need only to be renovated in a innovative and sustainable
way. Moreover, this rehabilitation of the park facilities and the building
of a watchtower on the Danube banks will enhance the attractiveness
of one of the main places of interest of the city.

Borcea Channel
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General proposals
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Fishermen area

View towards ”Plaja mare” Calarasi

«Plaja mare» of Calarasi
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The Landscape Unit is situated west of the Oltina Plateau and overlooks
the Danube’s slow turn to the north. The landscape is spectacular
as it offers direct views of the Danube with mild hills covered with
vineyards, orchards or isolated trees. The region can be reached
from the North, using one of the Calarasi-Silistra ferry services that
gives access to one of the only three land border points that connect
Romania to Bulgaria, or through the road that goes farther east to
Adamclisi and Constanta. The landscape features are composed in
its northern part of a flat and low plain that gets a little more steeper
in the south with small and deep valleys. In this area, Ponto-Sarmatian
and Balkan-Ponti forests and thickets meet the Euro-Siberian steppe

READING THE LANDSCAPE
Danube area

Panoramic road
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beside large areas of Ponto-Sarmatian steppe‘s vegetation and
wetland habitats. The main settlement is the Ostrov commune, which
is bounded to the north by the Danube’s Ostrov branch. The area is
part of the Natura 2000 site Canaralele Dunarii, while the commune
territory also includes the Bugeac lake and the Esechioi Forest sites.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FEATURES

Although agriculture is the main economic activity, the region is also
well known for its vineyards with the Ostrov Domains, its orchards
and its fish products. Animal husbandry and shepherding are also
common activities in the higher parts of the area. We can notice the
plot fragmentation that illustrates the fact that subsistence farming is
widespread and that crops are usually used for bartering. Small food
processing and milling enterprises, most of them family businesses,
have developed during the last years. Ecotourism, wine and nautical
tourism are the main potential assets due to the beautiful scenery
and the quality and variety of wines.

CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

Ostrov commune has a number of interesting cultural heritage sites,
such as the Durostorum archaeological site, the churches in the
villages of Bugeac and Ostrov and the ruins of the Byzantine fortress

RECOMMENDATIONS

1>Raise local product awareness (especially for wine and fruits)
and promote the registration of a geographical label
2>Develop leisure activities infrastructure (horse riding, cycling)
3>Protect, renovate and promote historical heritage sites
4>Create common Natura 2000 cross border management plan
of Pacuiul lui Soare. The Canaralele Dunarii site is one of the most
important and rich Natura 2000 sites on the Danube, protecting over
30 species, among them the Black Sea herring, the mud loach and the
fire-bellied toad. Traditions are well kept in the area with ceremonies
such as the «Epiphany courage» when young men throw themselves
into freezing cold water to catch a cross casted by a priest. Another
custom is the ancient Urlaria of Shrove Tuesday when inhabitants light
large fires to purify the villages and burn the evil.

THREATS

Unsustainable farming practices threaten soil fertility and is increasing
river pollution. The lack of infrastructure investment hinders the development of tourism facilities, one the main economic alternative for local
inhabitants.

Dobrudja’s mounds

Agricultural workers

Grasslands near the Danube

On the road: landscape view

Ostrov landscape
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Calarasi, Constanta

Borcea danube branch
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1/ Lower Danube Museum 2/ Borcea Branch Natura 2000 Protected
Site (SPA) 3/ Canaralele Dunarii Natura 2000 Protected Site (SCI)
4/ Bugeac Lake 5/ Oltina Lake 6/ Dunareni Lake 7/ Vederoasa Lake
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Borcea Channel

Cernavoda
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The Borcea area is part of the Moesian Platform Unit and has the shape
of an island surrounded by the Danube on all sides along the Borcea
channel. The villages and communes also form a belt on both sides of
this island, on the lower Baragan plain in the West and on the Dobrudja
plateau in the East. Home to more than 5 Natura 2000 sites, the area is
positioned on the Eastern route of several migratory birds and offers
specific nesting places for rare and very rare protected bird species.
The Landscape Unit is composed of broadleaf forests, rivers and lakes,
swamps, grasslands, steppe and mainly of arable land. Indeed, the
land surface is covered by a fertile chernozem soil that is used to grow
cereal crops. The Landscape Unit appears as a former wetland that
becomes an agricultural land crossed by irrigation channels. The area
is crossed by the highway that links Bucharest to the Black sea port
of Constanta and that passes by the Fetesti-Cernavoda Bridge. This
bridge, due to its impressive height, offers one of the most impressive
panoramic views of the Danube in the cross border region.
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ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

The area has been developed as an intensive farming ground.
Beekeeping, livestock farming are especially present in the Southwestern part of the region. A few local farmers and foreign companies
in the agriculture field are taking advantages of the exceptional soil
fertility and an important part of the area’s production is exported

Poplar plantation
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mainly towards European and Middle-Eastern markets. However,
even in this intensive agriculture area, agricultural productivity
remains low and is affected by the lack of mechanization and of
irrigation networks. Fishing is a popular activity along the Danube
and in the neighbouring lakes. Supporting sustainable tourism
activities such as bird watching, leisure fishing, river/lake leisure
activities or cycling represent one of the main potential of the area.

CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

The protection and conservation of the natural heritage sites
is a keystone element as they are the main area’s assets. Forest
management is one of the main issue as illegal logging has an
important effect on biodiversity. The main natural sites are situated on
the Borcea branch, the Dunare Ostroave, the Fetesti swamp and the
Vederoasa lake. Pelicans, red ducks, egrets, cormorants and storks live
and cross permanently this charming landscape. However, the difficult
access to the area and the lack of accommodations are hindering the
tourism development potential. The main cultural heritage landmark is
the Anghel Saligny railroad truss bridge, named after its architect, an
emblem of the 19th century modernisation period. The construction
was completed in 1895 and at that time it was the longest bridge in
Europe and the third longest in the world.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1>Support the creation of leisure river activities ( canoeing, etc.)
2>Support small farming units in producing ecological products
3>Reinforce the measures against intensive and illegal logging
4>Encourage the development of suitable accommodations
facilities for tourist activities
5>Create birdwatching infrastructure and green tourism facilities
such as viewpoints, footpaths, bicycle trails linked to the Eurovelo
route 6.

THREATS

Shepherding

The destruction of reeds to expand agricultural land or to widen the
lakes used by fisheries, the inadequate dredging of lakes, stubble
burning, agricultural use of pesticides and fertilizers and hydraulic
works affect the ecosystems and the birds’ habitats during nesting and
migration periods.

Fishing

Fishing

View of Borcea Channel poplar
plantation through the houses

Wetland in Balta Ialomitei area

Balta Ialomitei - agricultural area
behind the poplar plantation

Floodable gardens
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1/ Baciu lake 2/ Tropaeum Traiani castrum and monument, Adamclisi
3/ Vederoasa lake 4/ Urluia valley 5/ Dumbraveni forest 6/ Izvorovo Kraishte Natura 2000 site
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Situated in the south Dobrudja Plateau, a highly fragmented plateau
with large valleys, the Oltinei plateau valleys area includes various
forms of relief such as gorges in the Dumbraveni forest, hills, natural
and semi-natural grasslands and valleys with permanent water flows,
which form a geomorphological landscapes of a charming beauty
and adequate habitats for rare plants and animals. The Dumbraveni
forest natural reserve preserves between its limestone slopes a
submediterranean vegetation,with rare species such as the fluffy
oak,the gray oak or the wild jasmine. The two main lakes of the site,
the Vederoasa Lake which is included in the 517 hectares Aliman lake
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natural reserve and the Baciu lake, are typical meandering floodplain
lakes which are almost covered by reed. The Vederoasa lake is fed
by many underground springs and the development of this aquatic
ecosystem used to be influenced by Danube overflows during the
spring but now the communication between the two ecosystems has
ceased.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FEATURES

The most frequent economic activities are agriculture, livestock
farming, forestry, viticulture, and fish farming. Large orchards
can be found in the north part of the landscape unit. The main
activities, agriculture and livestock farming, are usually practised
at a subsistence level. Indeed, the local inhabitants used to work in
the neighbouring cities of Cernavoda and Medgidia before the fall
of communism that was followed by a de-industrialization process
that led to rural migration. Murfatlar, one the most well known and
one of the main Romanian wine making company has wide vineyards
in the area and we can notice the appearance of small producers
along him. Another new element in the area is the development of
green energy through the construction of wind farms. The area main
settlements, Adamclisi and Rasova, are situated in the vicinity of
the Sun Highway, the highway linking Bucharest to Constanta, and
can easily develop complementary tourism products to the seaside
ones.

CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

RECOMMENDATIONS

1>Renovate and promote the important Roman and medieval
cultural heritage
2>Create a scenic route along the waterfront - in order to take
advantage of the unspoiled landscape and local heritage
3>Create bicycle routes that connect at least Cernavoda to
Rasova and to Adamclisi
4>Develop a brand for local products - crafts, sheepskin objects,
fishery - to promote rural tourism
heritage landmarks are the «Monument to Triumph» built in honour
of Emperor Trajan in 106-109 years in order to celebrate his victory
on the Dacian in 102. Simultaneously, the Romans built the castrum
of Tropaeum Trajani, considered as the largest civil settlement in
Dobrudja. Another place to visit is the Cave Monastery of St. Andrew
who has brought the Christian religion in Romania according to the
tradition. Local sheep farming products and crafts are well-known for
their quality and creativity as for example pastoral music instruments
such as the local bagpipe or the reed pipe.

THREATS

Overgrazing, poaching, the introduction of invasive species in the flora,
the development of fish farms and of wind farms are the main elements
that endanger the rich local ecosystems and habitats.

The area covers 3 Natura 2000 sites and an exceptional fauna and
flora with rare species such as the strictly protected Dobrogean turtle,
the Dobrujan dragon (the local name for the longest endemic snake
species), otters, gophers and more than 100 bird species. A narrow
strip of land continues south and crosses the border with Bulgaria to
include the Izvorovo – Kraishte site, home to over 36 protected bird
species (including buzzards, mallards and robins). The area’s cultural

Fishing activities

Typical area’s landscape

Rasova village along the Danube

Village in Bulgaria

Panoramic view

Decaying Vineyards

Loess hills
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISTICS & EVOLUTION

Ciobanu

The Harsova waterfront is a narrow strip of land that stretches north
to the point where the Borcea branch joins the Danube. Located
between the Danube and the Dobrudja Plateau, this flat land is
scattered by intensive agricultural fields. The rare settlements are
situated along the national road that goes along the Danube and that
is part of the Euroveloroute 6. The area’s complex ecosystems are
the result of erosion and of the alluvium dropped off by the Danube
during centuries. The aquatic ecosystems are home of a rich fish
fauna with several fish species protected at European level. We can
notice also a wide variety of grassland habitats and forests. The area is
crossed by the main migration route of plant species that starts in the
Balkan Peninsula and ends in the Danube Delta. The Canarele Dunarii
Natura 2000 sites offer a scenic landscape due to its impressive
geomorphological features with sharp cliff rocks that appear to be
limestones dating from the Jurassic period and that contain fossils of
sponges and corals.
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FEATURES

The main economic activities are intensive agriculture, livestock
farming and wine making. The industrial sector that existed in Harsova
has gradually disappeared after the fall of communism. Port activities
are weak, especially in Harsova due to the general river traffic decrease
after the closing of the industries that were situated along the Danube
banks. The Harsova does not even possess suitable docking facilities.
Cernavoda has not suffered the same fate and its port is still busy, as
well as the industry - some of it directly linked to its nuclear power
plant. Danube river cruises even stop in the city in order to propose
excursions in the natural parks, in the Roman castrum and in the
Murfatlar wine cellar. Nevertheless, tourism is not enough developed
in the area and especially in its northern part which is the most suitable
for leisure activities such as fishing, trekking, bird watching and
cycling for example. The area lacks of leisure facilities and of quality
accommodations in its rural part.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1>Renovate and promote the cultural heritage and create a
Roman castrum thematic trail
2>Support the development of rural accommodations and
leisure facilities along the Euroveloroute 6
3>Establish bird watching facilities (observation points, tracks)
while strengthening site protection regulations
4>Develop cultural events in the area, which is easily reachable
from the seaside and from Bucharest.

CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

The landscape unit is well known for its antiquity period cultural
heritage with sites such as Carsium and Capidava that underscore
the early Greek and Roman presence in the region. The Capidava
fortress , with its ruins overlooking the river, is one of the most
impressive Castrum in the Danube area. The southern part of the area
is well known for its neolithic findings from the Hamangia culture that
have become regional symbol in the case of the ”Hamangia thinker”
sculpture. The region multiculturality and ethnic diversity can be seen
in the Cernavoda mosque that was originally built in 1756 and the
unique wooden church made from wattle and daub and with wooden
pillars of the Izvoarele village.

Poplar plantation

Shepherding

THREATS

Water and soil pollution due to intensive agricultural practices and illegal
logging represent a permanent threat in the area. Another risk is linked
to navigability works and to the plantation of poplars that change the
area’s traditional ecosystem.

READING THE LANDSCAPE
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The Albena resort opened its gates the 24th August 1969 and is
situated in the area of the Obrochiste village, 8 km from Balchik, 30
km from the cities of Dobrich and Varna with its international airport.
The beautiful scenery and the mild climate have attracted people
here since 200 AD when was established a fortified settlement
named Geraneya. The area was chosen for the building of a resort
during the communist period because of its unique flat beach with
fine yellow sand and surrounding lush vegetation. Indeed, visitors
can enjoy here a 5 km long beach line wide up to 500m. The southern
part of the resort is more secluded with few hotels along the Batova
valley. Here the dense forests of Baltata spread on a hilly area
surrounding the river’s mouth. This small flooded forest is one of the
most impressive features of the resort and is composed of a 200 ha
strictly protected zone and a 160 ha buffer zone. A road to the north
has cut off the natural flooding regime and is changing, for years
now, the forest composition.
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FEATURES

Albena has been built especially as a tourism resort and during the
last years about 90% of the tourists were foreign citizens. To avoid
the pitfall of seasonality, the sea and sun offer is completed by the
presence of spas, some of them open all year-long and valuing the
local mineral water that has a temperature of 30 degrees and is
slightly mineral with calcium and magnesium. Treatments with highly
mineralized medicinal mud, containing hydrogen sulphide, are also
available in the resort. Furthermore, Albena is becoming a well-known
destination for MICE ( Meetings, Incentive, Congress and Events)
tourism, especially at a cross border level, but cannot offer until now
a large and modern exhibition space. Albena proposes attractive
seasonal jobs for the population of the neighbouring villages and of
cities such as Balchik but more must be done to retain these qualified
employees and offer them alternative jobs in the area during the
closure season.

CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

RECOMMENDATIONS

1>Restrain hotel constructions and promote a sustainable urban
planning and the development of leisure facilities
2>Preserve the natural elements as the Baltata area
3>Renovation of old hotels with an emphasis on their environmental
sustainability and the introduction of new equipments such as spa
facilities to fight against the seasonality
4>A new promotion of the Albena brand that focus on its singularity
among Black Sea resort and the higher value it gives to tourists.

THREATS

The resort is vulnerable to external shocks such as an economic crisis
and to climate change effects such as the June 2014 powerful storm
that damaged and flooded hotels. Moreover, landslides and erosion
and abrasion process represent also challenges that must be tackled
in order to preserve the resort’s tourism offer.

It would be difficult to find any cultural heritage in a resort built 45
years ago but tourism stakeholders can propose interesting day trip
in the surrounding areas for urban tourism in Balchik and Varna or for
rural/ nature tourism. Moreover, it should be noted that Albena has
a specific positioning in regard of other Bulgarian resorts. Albena is
not a large resort in comparison with Sunny Beach or Golden Sands
for instance. It is known as a family place where mass tourism and
its excesses has not completely altered the seaside. The natural
heritage tends to be preserved and valued with the Baltata forest for
example. The resort must develop a new and clear positioning such as
becoming the first green tourism resort on the Black Sea coast.

Architecture of the 60s
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Wide beach
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The Casimcea Plateau, a flat terrain at around 200 meters above sea
level, is the oldest form of landscape in Romania. It is bounded by
water at its west (the Harsova waterfront) and east (the salted lakes
on the Black Sea coast) and by the Danube – Black Sea Channel to
the south. It is a large area of steppe and forest steppe soil on a soil
composed of composite substrate of green shales overlapped by
limestone karst. The landscape relief includes canyons, various karst
forms such as towers, masts and valleys that are bordered by cylindrical
cliffs. All these elements form a unique landscape for Romania. Crop
fields dominate the landscape and recently wind power generation
facilities have become one of the landmarks of this landscape unit. Hilly
areas, covered by orchards or plantations, stand out on the valleys’
borders. The area includes two natura 2000 sites, Allah Bair hill and
Dobrogea Gorge that host a wide variety of flora and fauna. We can
notice here the spectacular geomorphology of the small site of Allah
Bair ( The «Allah hills») , with deep loess ravines of a unique landscape
value and a remarkable flora richness with over 270 species of plants.
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Many of them are endemic or endangered protected species and are
protected at national level.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FEATURES

Agriculture and livestock farming are the main economic activities in
the Landscape Unit area but a part of the population is still working in
the industrial plants situated in the Navodari port city on the Black Sea.
A few construction material factories and some food processing units
(meat, milk) are also present in the area. The wind farms development
creates few direct and indirect employment opportunities. We can
also notice that livestock farming and pastoralism is decreasing
continuously. The tourism sector remains underdeveloped even if it
appears as one of the main opportunity to slow down the migration
process from this depopulating area. Indeed the area is well linked to
the transport infrastructure ( highway, European road, airport, train)
and there is a strong potential to develop cultural and active tourism
activities (cycling, trekking, horse riding, etc.)

RECOMMENDATIONS

1>Support the development of small farming units (family
farming), livestock farming and pastoralism based on ecological
production practices
2>Develop leisure facilities and rural accommodations near the
cultural and natural heritage landmarks
5>Preserve and promote the multicultural heritage of the area.

CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

The area is well known for its multicultural richness due to its ethnic
diversity. Tatars, Turks, Lipoveni ( Russians and Ukrainians old rite
orthodox), Aroman, Orthodox, Catholics, Muslims, Orthodox and
Muslim Roms, etc. are living together for centuries on this land inhabited
since thousand years as the recent discovery of the palaeolithic site of
”La Adam” proved it. Small tools and weapons alongside fossil remnants
from quaternary mammals have been found in this cave. Nearby, in the
Targusor village a monastery has been recently built to host the Saint
Casian cave – chapel, an old praying space. The Mihail Kogalniceanu
municipality, that hosts the Constanta international airport, is home
to the late 19th century built Gothic catholic cathedral, an inter-war
orthodox church and a Muslim cemetery.

Specific local architecture

Arid landscape from Casieni hill

Typical landscape

THREATS

The activities with negative impacts are mainly the development of large
monoculture and the excessive use of fertilizers, the abandon of grazing
and mowing activities, the drainage of wetlands and the development
of wind farms whether located inside or near Natura 2000 site that
endanger the birds during the migration period.

Agricultural land

Irrigation reservoir

Wind turbins and cattle

Wavy landscape
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Balchik is a small city on the North Bulgarian Seaside, situated in the
north-eastern part of the Bulgarian Black Sea shore, 40 km from Varna
and 20 km from Kavarna. Balchik has a moderate continental climate
and is a well-know resort for more than one century. The landscape is
mainly characterised by white limestone steep banks slanting towards
rocky seashores without natural sandy beaches. A shore lane starts at
the yacht tourist port and finishes near the Albena resort where sandy
beaches reappear. The city is divided between the old/historical district
in the lower part and more recent buildings on the above plateau.
The landscape perspective is powerful while visiting the old town and
gliding through the steep streets that bring you down to the seashore.
Balchik has managed to preserve its authenticity developed under
the influence of many cultures through its rich history. Founded by
the Thracian, it was successively ruled by the Greeks, the Romans, the
Byzantines, the Ottomans and the Romanians. The Greeks established
26 centuries ago a trading post named Krunes that developed itself and
changed its name to Dionisiopolis. In the 4th century BC, Dionisiopolis
was an important economical centre that was minting its own coins.

Pier road to Albena
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FEATURES

The main economic activities are linked with the seasonal seaside
tourism and the port activities. The city’s port is a multi-purpose
one, handling also dry and liquid bulk. The principal activity of the
port is based on handling bulk cargo, mainly grain coming from the
Dobrudja region, the largest grain producing and exporting regions
in Bulgaria. Commercial fishing and trade are also present but are
lacking modern infrastructures. The population is stable and is
composed of a Bulgarians and of a strong Turkish minority. It must be
noticed that it is one of the rare cities in the cross border area, which is
not confronted to a strong demographic decrease. Moreover, statistic
data show an increase of the population access to higher education
which is a sign of a sustainable local development. Indeed, Balchik
tourism is less seasonal than the neighbouring resorts due to its rich
cultural heritage and is targeting the Romanian clientele, who has a
very easy access to the city by the Romanian seaside road network.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1>Better design and implementation of urbanism regulations
would enable the city to be more coherent architecturally and to
have a more elegant and refined image in order to attract high
income tourists.
2>The cliffs could be used as potential belvedere places
3>Development of less-seasonal tourism products such as ecotourism, wellness or cultural events tourism

THREATS

The most important threats for Balchik and its surroundings are
landslides. They go along with the pressure of uncontrolled building
constructions that may result into a chaotic aesthetic ensemble.

CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

Balchik is a genuine «cross-border» place with strong Bulgarian,
Romanian and Turkish influences and is therefore considered as one
of the Black Sea cultural landmark by Romanian and Bulgarian tourists.
The city’s main cultural heritage site is the Palace, the former summer
residence of the Romanian Queen Maria, and its nearby botanical
garden. Other notable sites are the old town and the ethnographic
and historical museums.

Gardens of the Palace

Old villas

Balchik cliffs

Balchik beach

Limestone cliff

Integrated built environment

The Minaret, part
of the Balchik’s Palace

harbour
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The Cobadin Plateau covers up most of the Central and Eastern part
of the Dobrudja Plateau and is positioned between the Oltinei Plateau
to its West, the Black Sea coast to its East and the Danube Black Sea
channel to its North. The landscape features include depressions,
gullies, hills and canyons and Sarmatian limestone with rocky cliffs,
which form very diverse biotopes that host a rich fauna and flora. The
area has a high plain relief formed mostly of steppe, forest-steppe and

READING THE LANDSCAPE
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oak forests with valuable species such as the downy oak, the gray oak
and the balkanic oak, the tartar maple or the acacia. It is an area with
long droughts that sweeten grapes and wine and with heavy rainfalls
that favour crop cultures. The most important settlement is Negru
Voda, a border city founded during the Ottoman Empire rule.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FEATURES

Agriculture is the main activity in the area with vegetables and crop
growing. Non food crops are also very present. Silos and storing
houses are part of the economic landscape. The local residents usually
live of subsistence agriculture or work in the seaside industrial cities
of Constanta or Mangalia. Livestock farming, mainly sheep and goats,
and beekeeping are also widespread economic activities. Local small
industry is mainly composed of food and beverage processing plants
and furniture factories. Several wind-farms have been built in the
area during the last five years. These major investments have created
almost no direct and indirect incomes to the population as they hired
few people. While the area is situated close to the first Romanian
tourism destination, its seaside, the area is not visited by the seaside
tourists not even for a single day visit. The development of natural and
cultural heritage is a key issue for the area and for the seaside one that
has to develop a more complete offer in order to tackle the seasonality
challenge.

CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

Cultural heritage sites are the most well known area’s tourism
attractions while the natural heritage sites, such as Pestera - Deleni,
Fantanita Murfatlar or the Hagieni forest, are less known and still not

RECOMMENDATIONS

1>Register, preserve and promote immaterial cultural heritage
through the organisation of festivals and the creation of a
network of cultural and craft centres.
2>Develop tourism facilities and accommodations and create
common packages with seaside tourism providers
3>Link nearby natural attractions to the seaside resorts by
creating cycling and trekking routes
promoted. The Pecineaga and Comana villages, situated near the
South-Eastern coast, host Greek and Roman period remains. In the
Limanu cave, “rooms” with cave paintings and Dacian, Greek and
Roman ceramics were found. Most of the area’s villages have been
renamed, several times for some of them, since the end of 19th century
when Dobrudja passed from the Ottoman rule to the Romanian one.
The Mereni municipality is one of the few settlements that have kept
this multicultural trait until now, one of its villages, Osmancea, is a still
living example of a late 19th century Turkish settlements. Another worth
visiting Ottoman heritage site is the Negru Voda 19th century mosque.
Unfortunately, the region’s immaterial heritage is disappearing due to
the current depopulation process.

THREATS

The main threats for the local fauna and flora are logging, intensive
agriculture and overgrazing. Another threat is the gradual loss of cultural
immaterial heritage due to the continuous migration of local minorities
to the neighbouring cities and to foreign countries.

Agricultural landscapes

Decaying buildings

Shepherd near Biruinta village

Stone houses and fences near Albesti valley
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The Landscape Unit goes along the
Black Sea coast from Cape Shabla to
Balchik. In the south of Cape Shabla
lighthouse, limestone cliffs, one of the
area’s main landscape features, start
to appear gradually from beneath the
loose fertile land and soon form a long
vertical rocky wall facing the Black Sea.
Near Kamen Bryag, they have a height
of 40 meters and then reach 60 meters
at the Cape Kaliakra where we can
find the ruins of an old fortress. After
Kaliakra, the Black Sea coast goes west
and continues to raise until it reaches
100 meters in Kavarna where it loses
its rocky nature and is more and more
covered with loess. From Kavarna, the
coast goes steeply down in a deep and
rich valley scattered with springs. This
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topology is marked by large creeks between the cliffs that give access
to the sea like in Dalboka, Balchik, Albena. From Albena, the seaside
is characterized by the reappearance of sand beaches with wider
openings in the relief.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FEATURES

The main economic activities in the area are agriculture, forestry and
tourism. Light industry facilities, such as furniture plants, also exist
in Kavarna, the main city of the Landscape Unit. We can notice the
development of wind-farms on the Northern open plateau areas that
has changed the landscapes and the development of golf courses
that went along with the building of new resorts. But on one hand, the
economic crisis has slowed down or even stopped the planned real
estate investments and on the other hand the changes in the green
certificate laws has blocked new green energy investments. Therefore,
the area must focus now its development policy on ecologic agriculture,
ecotourism and cultural tourism, which seems more sustainable than
the last years attempts and who will attract neighbouring tourists
such as the Romanians, the Moldavian or the Ukrainians which already
represent a main part of the tourists visiting the area.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1>Support the development of cultural festivals and active/
extreme sports in areas near/on the rocky seaside
2>Strictly control the development of wind-farms in order to
protect the birds and to preserve their migration corridors
3>Creation of a continuous bicycle road along the cliffs with stop
areas that give access to natural sights.
4>Implementation of innovative and sustainable solutions against
erosion and landslides.

CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

The most well-known natural heritage site along the coast is Cape
Kaliakra. The most easterly point of Bulgaria is positioned on high
cliffs and overlooks the Bulgarian Black Sea coast. The Natura 2000
site is one of the best preserved remaining of the Eastern Dobrudja
Steppe and hosts important bat colonies and more than 300 species
of birds, many of them internationally protected. Cape Kaliakra offers
to its visitors a rich cultural heritage with the Yailata Archaeological
Reserve or the famous medieval fortress. Several ethnic groups are
living together here as in the entire Dobrudja but we can notice
the important presence of Gagauz, an Orthodox Christian Turkish
speaking group.

Kaliakra fortress

Dalboka Mussels farm and restaurant

THREATS

The main threat for the fauna is represented by the development of large
wind farms. Moreover, a large part of the coastal area is endangered by
landslides and we can notice the recent increase of periodic powerful
storms that favour landslides and abrasion mechanisms. Almost the
entire coastline is also exposed to an intense erosion process.

calcareous cliff

prairie

Cape Kaliakra, protected flora and fauna

protective layers of trees

windmills
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scenic drive

Balchik > Shabla, Dobrich
POINTS OF INTEREST
GPS > Shabla Lighthouse ( 43°32’24.67’’N ; 28°36’25.08’’E)
1/ Balchik 2/ Cape Kaliakra and its citadel
Balchik ( 43°24’14.05’’N ; 28°10’17.69’’E)
3/ Kavarna 4/ Yaylata Natural and Archeological reserve
via kaliakra Cape ( 43°21’41.63’’N ; 28°27’54.88’’E)
5/ Isolated chalk rocks 6/ Dalboka Mussel farm

site description

Bicycle and pedestrian path
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Although the Bulgarian Black Sea coast
is famous for its beautiful and long sandy
beaches, the Shabla-Balchik portion of
the coast offers a very different typology
with its chalk cliffs that can grow up to
100 meters above the sea level. The
distance from the road to the edge of the
chalk cliffs and the roads’ bad conditions
hinder an easy access to very impressive
Black Sea sceneries. The villages,
situated along the coast, are small and
offer few facilities and accommodations
for the tourists, an issue that represents
both an advantage and a risk for the
future development of the area and its
landscape. The local public and private
stakeholders must be supported to
develop a sustainable tourism offer that
will include the wildlife reserve situated
in the vicinity of Cape Kaliakra.
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General proposals

The best way to enjoy a beautiful scenery is to go slowly. We propose the
creation a bicycle and pedestrian path that would connect Shabla to Balchik
following the cliff’s border. The idea of this circuit is to create different
stopovers on the way and to offer to the traveller the opportunity to enjoy
the view in a different manner each time.
Different kind of interventions can be envisaged:
1. Creation of a bicycle path bordered by a pedestrian path along the cliffs.
2. Benches strategically placed on the margin of the cliff where you can sit
and watch the sea below and the cliffs extending themselves on both sides.
3. Using the natural rocks and cliffs pattern to create a safe access to the sea
(picnic, swimming, bird watching, fishing...)
4. The creation of a thematic trail with a signage system to raise awareness
and discover the wildlife and the historical sights of the area.
5. Creation of a local urban planning set of rules for the further development
of touristic infrastructure in order to insure a better integration in the
landscape and to position the area as a sustainable tourism destination.
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Constanta is a city on the coast Black Sea coast in the south-east of
Romania. With a population of over 300,000 inhabitants, Constanta
is the second city in the country after Bucharest and its largest port.
The city spreads over a surface of approximately 13 000 hectares at an
altitude between 0.5 meters and almost 60 meters. Constanta is one of
the oldest city in Romania. A Greek colony named Tomis and situated in
the current Constanta peninsula is mentioned in a document dating from
657 BC. The town was conquered by the Romans in 71 BC and renamed
a few centuries later Constantiana in tribute to the sister of Constantine
the Great. Constanta declined during the Ottoman rule, becoming a
simple village inhabited by Greeks fishermen and Tatar shepherds.
The city gained in importance after its annexation to Romania at the
end of the Russian-Turkish war in 1878. Its economic development was
linked to the development of the port activities and the building of the
railway line Bucharest-Constanta and its famous Anghel Saligny bridge
on the Danube. The end of the 19th Century is marked by expansion
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of the city and the construction of new neighbourhoods in the French
architectural style along the traditional neighbourhood of oriental style
one storey house. The expansion continued during the communist
period with the construction of worker’s social housing and huge port
and industrial facilities and still goes on.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FEATURES

The Constanta port and its shipyard are the city’s main economic
assets. Its activities are strongly linked to the current Romanian
economic situation and therefore relies on the import of processed
goods and the export of raw materials or non processed agricultural
products. Energy trade is important as the city is closed to the main
Romanian refinery of Petromidia. Other industrial activities are also
linked to the port economic activities. The construction of a liquefied
gas terminal is planned in order to transform Constanta in a Central
Asia-Europe energetic hub. The enhancement of Danube navigability
and the link to the Rhine river can create economic opportunities for
a city that encounter problems to modernise its economic sector that
still relies on communism legacy. Mamaia, the Constanta sea resort,
remains until now the most popular seaside destination in Romania
and has positioned itself as a «party» destination.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1>Focus local development plans on the restoration of the city
centre historical buildings and monuments and create strict
urbanism rules to protect cultural heritage
2>Implement adequate measures to fight against the erosion in
Mamaia
3>Support investments in tourism facilities (Congress and event
centre, etc.) and cultural festivals to lower tourism seasonality.

THREATS

Expansion of residential areas and of commercial buildings such as
hotels, supermarkets, shopping malls or banks built without respecting
strict urbanism rules change the overall look of older neighbourhoods.
The beach erosion is a danger for the Mamaia resort future.

CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

The long history of the city can be seen through its rich cultural
heritage. The Archaeology museum narrates Dobrudja’s past through
its collection of almost 430,000 artefacts. Most of the heritage has
been discovered during construction works and are often surrounded
by residential areas. It is the case of the Roman mosaic found in 1959 in
Ovid square, of Tomis archaeological park, of the Roman Therm (public
baths) or of the inner wall of the later Byzantine period settlement. The
sea front is dominated by the city Casino, the symbol of the city, dating
from 1903 and surrounded by water on three sides. Another worth
visiting area is the city peninsula one of the few neighbourhood that
kept and old vintage oriental flavour. We can find there most of the
city’s important architectural monuments such as the Grand Mosque
of Constanta and the Ovid square.

Maritime

Harbour
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Tomis ruins and Orthodox Cathedral
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The Landscape Unit is bordering Romania to the North and the Black
Sea to the East. This low plateau area, slenderly elevated and inclined
towards the sea, is part of the so called Mizian plate. The seaside level is
low and scattered by cliff segments formed in loess sediments. Three
major wetlands represent the main landscape features- Shabla lake,
Durankulak lake and Durankulak marsh. The Shabla Lake is a lagoon,
situated 3 km east of Shabla, with a rich flora and separated from the
sea by a sand bar with an 80 meters width. Its banks are overgrown
with reeds and bulrushes and its surface by water lilies. The Durankulak
lake and Durankulak marsh are connected through overgrown swamps
and abandoned fish-ponds. This marshy barrier parallel to the beach
hinders any direct access to it. The seaside’s part of the Landscape
Unit has a length of approximately 25 kilometres and is composed of
several beaches that can spread for some of them on several kilometres
and that are separated by low height rocky sections. These wide and
natural beaches are predominantly plain or with dunes and are mainly
constituted of fine sands and of finely grounded mussel shells. This
part of the Bulgarian Seaside has been preserved until now from
mass tourism and is far to be overbuilt. The Krapets village is the only
settlement located next to the beach and has the typical elongated
form of a coastal village. The other settlements such as Vlaklino,
Durankulak or Ezerets are situated several kilometres from the sea.

Romania

5
8

2

1

0

2

10km

Dobrudja’s trees protection for winter cold winds
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FEATURES

The local economy is small and dominated by agriculture and especially
grain production, followed by livestock farming and small-scale fishing.
The area was also well known for its small scale oil production from
inland and sea oil fields. International companies are still investigating
the possibility of discovering new deposits. Moreover, the area was also
supposed to have shale gas reserves but following the government’s
ban on shale gas exploitation, no more investigations have been made.
Seaside tourism is not developed due to the beaches low accessibility
but is starting to grow for the last five years due to the ecotourism trend
and the growing clientele who wants to avoid mass tourism destination
such as the increasing number of Romanian tourists looking for more
remote places.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1>Repair the secondary roads to give a better access to the
seaside villages and support the development of seasonal green
public transport to give access to the beach
2>Awareness raising and public consultation about the development
of sustainable tourism and support to the development of small
sized accommodations through European funds
3>Creation of a continuous bicycle road along the cliffs with stop
areas with special access to the sea

CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

The area offers beautiful landscapes with its wild large sandy
beaches and its Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites such as the Durankulak
lake, the Shabla lake and the Shabla Tuzla that contains therapeutic
muds. These salted lakes provide important winter habitats for
numerous bird species such as the red-breasted gooses. Moreover,
these wetlands offer complementary activities to the seaside ones
and clearly positioned the area as a sustainable tourism destination.
The Shabla’s lighthouse is the area’s landmark and demarcates the
landscape unit from its southern part characterised by limestone
cliffs. It is the oldest and the tallest lighthouse in Bulgaria with 32
meters height.

Cape Shabla

Fishermen on their way for a good catch

Sand cliffs

«Wild» beach

THREATS

Whereas, many areas on the Black Sea Coat have to struggle against
mass tourism and urbanization negative outcomes, here the authenticity
has been kept. The first threat is population’s migration and can only be
countered by the development of tourism which has to be conceived
from the beginning in a sustainable way. Here, people still have the
chance to define which kind of tourism they want and at what scale.
Then if any landscape policy has to be implemented, it has to be with
the civil society’s participation.

READING THE LANDSCAPE
marine museum
monument

Main central
square

strong natural
presence

bulgarian coast

fine sand beach
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Constanta

ROMANIAN SEASIDE
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1/ Constanta city 2/ Techirghiol lake 3/ The shipwreck of Costinesti
4/ Vernacular fishermen’s village 5/ Mangalia stud farm 6/ Obanul
Mare natural reservation 7/ Callatis ancient fortress 8/ Mounds
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISTICS & EVOLUTION

READING THE LANDSCAPE
Natural beach

eforie nord

2
eforie sud

costinesti

3

© Directorate-General for Environment (DG ENV)

The Landscape Unit represents an approximative 56 kilometres long
strip along the Black Sea Coast. Starting North in the Mamaia sandy
beaches, the national road goes until the Bulgarian border and is
bounded by hills and seaside resorts. The main landscape features are
the cliffs, the sandy beaches and of course the Black sea. The cliffs are
made of sandstones and limestones covered with a loess layer. The
sarmatian limestones are also covered by the sea in some place where
they form a submarine “floor”. The intermediate area between the
land and the sea includes sand and wetlands that are not covered by
seawater at low tide, reefs and sand composed of Mollusca shell debris
and alluvial deposits dropped off by the sea. The sand deposits have
a maximum height of 2,5 meters and a width of up to 400 meters. The
tourism development of the area started during the interwar period
and accelerated during the 1960’s. The communist authorities wanted
to attract foreign tourists in order to obtain foreign currencies and
to propose holidays destination for the local workers in order to rest
and to increase their productivity once back at work. The construction
of these typical 60’s and 70’s resorts for mass tourism changed the
traditional landscape of small fishing villages in a irreversible way.
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Wild prairie

Vadu - Corbu beach
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FEATURES

The main economic activity is tourism except in Mangalia because of
its shipyard and in Agigea because of its port situated at the exit of the
Danube-Black Sea channel. Seaside residents are usually commuters
that work in Mangalia or in Constanta due to the high seasonality
of Romanian tourism seaside and to the lack of investments in this
sector. Moreover, Romanian seaside has become mainly a national
tourism destination after the fall of communism and is facing now the
competition of other seaside destinations such as Bulgaria, Turkey or
Greece that are becoming more and more popular for the national
tourism clientele. Indeed, Romanian seaside has to enhance its tourism
offer by upgrading the accommodations and tourism facilities and by
developing complementary tourism offers linked with its natural and
cultural heritage or its wellness products using its several spa resorts
and the Techirghiol salted lake with its therapeutic mud.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1>Focus on renovating and promoting the cultural and natural
heritage and create new tourism facilities in order to tackle the
seasonality challenge and to offer permanent jobs to the local
workforce
2>Support the modernisation of the existing accommodations
through National and European funds or create special low
interest loans.
3> Accelerate and complete the implementation of infrastructures
to fight against sea erosion

CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE

This area had strong links with the Mediterranean and Asia Minor
regions since Antiquity. The first Greek «colonies» appeared in the
middle of the 1st millennium BC with the creation of the Tomis and
Histria trading posts. Then, these Greek colonies became part of the
Roman Empire that let a rich cultural heritage in the area. After the
fall of the Byzantine Empire, the Ottoman Empire ruled this territory
during centuries as it wanted to control the entire Black Sea seashore.
The area was integrated in the modern Romanian territory at the end
of the 19th century. Remains of this rich history can be found all along
the way from Constanta to the Bulgarian border. Moreover, the area
is scattered by seaside Natura 2000 areas such as the Vama Veche - 2
Mai site, the Black Sea area or the Costinesti area well known for their
rich fauna.

Wave defence

The famous Techirghiol
mud treatments

Fisherman’s village

Sand cliffs near Costinesti

THREATS

The main threats are linked to the Black Sea erosion process that is
continuously narrowing the beaches, the uncontrolled real estate
development in the seaside resorts and the pollution due to the industrial
and port activities, especially the refineries that were built during the
communist period.
Intensely built shore

Navodari beach
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View on Vidin - Calafat / VIDIN-MEHEDINT I
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THEMATIC LANDSCAPE UNITS
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TU 98

Heritage Map with regional specificities

ARCHITECTURAL LANDSCAPE

CULA T.VLADIMIRESCU
(Cerneti)
CULA CERNATESTI
(Cernatesti)

The bordei is an architecture
particular to the Danube plain.
These semi-buried houses are the
oldest known type of permanent
housing in the country.

CULA BARBU-POENARU
(Almaj)
CULA IZVORANU-GEBLESCU
(Brabova)
PORT CETATE
(Cetate)

CULA LUI COSTEA
(Frasinet)

BABA VIDA
(Vidin)
MONASTERY
Basarabovo)
KALETO
(Belogradchik)

DEMIR BABA
(Isperih)

SOVIET MONUMENT
(Montana)
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Both countries have a rich vernacular heritage and encounter difficulties in
preserving it. One of the main differences in vernacular architecture between
both countries is the use of stones that is common in Bulgaria but specific to
very special monuments in Romania because of the lack of quarries.

extra urban mansions area (16th-20th a.d.)
culas area
typical villages from the 1930’s

N

Seaside resorts
from the 70’s-80’s

colony villages built by political
prisoners during the 1950’s deportation
typical dobrudjan houses
seaside 1960’s architecture
industrial/ agricultural villages
villages with mosques

CASINO
(Constanta)

rock-hewn churches in rusenski lom park
veliko tarnovo
villages that use stones as main building material
traditional Dobrudja villages

CASINO
(Mangalia)

archaeological sites from 5000 b.c.-1300 a.d.
(see archeological heritage sheet)
area where mounds are visible in the landscape
(see archeological heritage sheet)

CASTLE (Balchik)

RECOMMENDATIONS

0

5

25

50km

1>Create partnerships between public authorities and private
owners of historical heritage
2>Create thematic roads in order to valorise the cultural heritage
3>Use of European funds at national and cross border level in
order to renovate and to promote the cultural heritage
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TU 99

THE EASTERN DANUBE REGION

VINEYARDS

POINTS OF INTEREST

1/Corcova Roy & Damboviceanu - Corcova/Mehedinti
2/Research and Development Station for Plant Growing on Dabuleni Sand - Dabuleni/Dolj
3/“The Crown Estate” Wine-Cellar of Segarcea - Segarcea/Dolj
4/“Banu Maracine” Research Station - Craiova/Dolj
5/Viti-Pomicola Samburesti SA – Samburesti Estates - Campu Mare/Olt
6/Vinarte Estates - Samburesti/Olt and Starmina/Mehedinti
7/Vine-Wine Segarcea - Craiova/Dolj

1

DROBETA TURNU
SEVERIN

DRAGASANI

CORCOVA

6
5

SAMBURESTI

6
9

MEHEDINTI

14

BANU MARACINE 7
4

10 OPRISOR
13

VIDIN

8

12

SEGARCEA

3

2

18

29

30

17

31

RUSE

15

26

SVISHTOV

16

27

11
19

PLEVEN

28

20

34

32
33
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8/Cetate Cultural Port - Cetate Wine-Cellar - Cetate/Dolj
9/Vine-Wine Vanju Mare/Mehedinti
10/Carl Reh Winery SRL – Oprisor Cellar - Oprisor/Mehedinti
11/Lopushna Winery - Georgy Damyanovo/Montana
12/Vidinska Gamza Winery - Vidin/Vidin
13/Calotoff Winery - Vinarovo/Vidin
14/Novoselska Gamza - Novo Selo/Vidin
15/“Albena Simenova 1” LTD - Lyubenovo/Pleven
16/Borovitsa Winery - Borovitsa/Vidin
17/Chateau Burgozone - Chateau Burgozone/Vratsa
18/Magura Winery- Rabisha/Vidin
19/The Wine Museum - Pleven/Pleven
20/Institute of vine and wine - Pleven/Pleven
21/Francu Cellar - Adamclisi/Constanta
22/Murfatlar - Murfatlar/Constanta

CERNAVODA

OLTINA

24 OSTROV

MURFATLAR
22

23

21

23/Constanta Wine Cellar - Macin Winery - Constanta/Constanta
24/Ostrovit JSC - Ostrov/Constanta
25/Oprev winery - Dobrotitza/Silistra
26/Winery Raynoff & Sons - Nisovo/Ruse
27/Dve Mogili Winery - Dve Mogili/Ruse
28/Wine cellar - Village of Kamen - Kamen/Veliko Tarnovo
29/Vinprom Rouse Ltd. - Ruse/Ruse
30/ INTERVITT Ltd. - Zimnicea/Teleorman
31/Vinprom Svishtov - Svishtov/Veliko Tarnovo
32/Vinprom Lyaskovets - Lyaskovets/Veliko Tarnovo
33/ Dia Khalis - Tzerova Koriya/Veliko Tarnovo
34/Lovico Suhindol - Suhindol/Veliko Tarnovo

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The Eastern Danube region wine has a long history starting around
6 000 BC and is therefore one of the oldest wine-producing regions
in the world. The different geographical features and the climate are
very favourable for the cultivation of a great diversity of local or foreign
variety of vines. The wine landscape was composed of large state
vineyards during the communist period. Nowadays, the wine sector is
completely privatized and is one of the most competitive agricultural
sectors in both countries due to recent local and foreign investments in
that field. Romanian and Bulgarian wines are becoming more and more
qualitative thanks to the former state owned wineries modernisation
and to the appearance of small and mid-sized producers. The area is
also an important “house-wine” production areas and the villages
or even the cities in the cross border area are scattered by house
gardens full of grapes for the family own production. The continuous
development of the wine sector is important for these declining rural
areas, especially the less fertile ones, as it provides jobs and help to
maintain the ecological balance.

25

RECOMMENDATIONS

1>Create and promote a common network of wine thematic roads
in the cross border region
2>Valorise the vineyards landscapes by creating specific landscape
management plans with new plantations, new paths, greenways etc.
3>Create and strengthen collaboration partnerships between
wineries, accommodations and tour operators.
4>Develop Danube wine cruises on the Danube
5>Train the wineries staff to the welcoming of tourists and develop tourism facilities around the vineyards
6>Create a registered designation of origin for different wine regions.

Vineyards in Cernavoda region,

Vineyards in Ostrov region
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THE EASTERN DANUBE REGION

TU 100 ARCHAEOLOGICAL HERITAGE
The Romania-Bulgaria cross border area is scattered by a rich archaeological
heritage mainly located along the Danube River Basin which is a strategic
axis for people and goods since ancient times. This area offered favourable
conditions for the development of agriculture and hosted important Neolithic
civilisation such as the Gumelnita, Hamangia, Boian, Varna or Vinca cultures
between 5 500 BC and 3 000 BC, then from 3,000 BC theses civilizations began
to decline. These populations practiced farming and herding and mastered
advanced ceramic techniques. The Getae or Gets were Thracian tribes living
on both sides of the Danube, in what is today the Romania Bulgaria cross
border area. They developed, since the 7th century BC, strong economic and
politic contacts with the hinterland of Greek colonies situated in the Dobrudja
region, especially on the Black Sea Coast. The Getae civilisation flourished in
the 300 century BC and is mainly visible through fortress remains, numerous
«tumuli» (mound of earth and stones raised over a grave) and wonderfully
positioned «tells». The Roman empire conquered the Getae during the second
part of the First century BC, approximately between 30 BC and 16 BC, and
created a network of castrum and settlements along the Danube in what was
then called Moesia inferior, a province that covered Northern Bulgaria and
Romanian Dobrudja. These castrum served as a basis for the conquest of Dacia
that finished in 106 AD. Then, the Byzantine empire build new settlements or
used previous Roman ones during its ruling period.

DROBETA (Drobeta Turnu severin)

BONONIA (Vidin)

Ulpia Ratiaria
(Archar)
KALETO (Belogradchik)
ULMETUM

DUROSTORUM

Vratsa museum

OESCUS

SVESHTARI
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Neolithic cultures (Hamangia, Gumelnita...)

1>Protect the archaeological site in the urban planning documents and from
the treasure hunters
2>Support archaeological diggings on existing and new heritage sites
3>Renovate the heritage sites and create interpretation facilities or small
museums around the main sights.
4>Enhance the accessibility to the heritage sites.
5>Create joint strategy for the promotion of the cultural heritage at a cross
border scale with the development of common thematic routes.
6>Increasing value of the archaeological landscape by creating specific
landscape management plans for the heritage sites.

Areas with a «Mounds» landscape.
Getae sites
Hellenistic sites
Byzantine sites

CARSIUM (Harsova)
Harsova tell
(Harsova)
CAPIDAVA (Capidava)
«Malu rosu» tell (Sultana)

ARGEDAVA (Popesti-Novaci)
ROMULA (Resca)

Calarasi museum

GUMELNITA tell (Oltenita)
Oltenita museum

SUCIDAVA
(Corabia)
OESCUS
(Gigen)

Ruse museum
GETAE TRACIan
tell (Zimnicea)
NOVAE (Svishtov)

AXIOPOLIS (Cernavoda)

SEXAGINTA
PRISTA (Ruse)

ZALDAPA
(Kaleto)

SBORYANOVO RESERVE /
NECROPOLE (Sveshtari)

IATRUS
(Krivina)

Pleven museum

ULMETUM
(Pantelimon)

SUCIDAVA (Dunareni)

Pacuiul
DUROSTORUM lui Soare
(Silistra)
TRANSMARISCA
(Tutrakan)

ISTRIA (Istria )

TOMIS
(Constanta)

TROPAEUM
TRAIAN
(Adamclisi)

VILAE (Albesti)

CALLATIS
(Mangalia)

ABRITTUS (Razgrad)
ACRES
(Kaliakra)
DYONISOPOLIS (BalchiK)

NIKOPOLIS AD ISTRUM (Nikyup)
Veliko Tarnovo museum
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panoramic viewpoints
technical Guidelines
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technical Guidelines

Picnic area

1>Picnic areas have to be integrated in the landscape, this is why we have to prefer natural and locals materials
2>«Less is more»: the projects have to protect the site, through soft landscaping actions as much as possible. The main objective for a picnic
area’s technical project must be to preserve the natural heritage and to have the minimum impact on the local ecosystem.
3>Grass, rocks, local plants (shrubs and trees) and few furnitures, made generally with local materials, have to be combined in order to ensure
accessibility and security (information points, tables, benches, litter bins).
4>Information panels have to be placed in strategics points (not in the middle of the «scene»)
5>We underline the necessity of favouring a low density implementation of furnitures

> Initially, a picnic area was a beautiful place with a
romantic atmosphere.

> The simplicity of the scenic viewpoint locations has to be preserved through
the landscaping actions.

Beautiful landscape + soft actions = a charming picnic area
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technical Guidelines

Landscaped parking area
1>Protection of the landscape by the integration of the vehicles in the vegetation
2>Create better climatic conditions for the parking area ( shade places, etc)
3>Prefer soft landscaping actions (plantations...) to hard landscaping (paving...)
4>Planting news shrubs and trees of local species

> Vegetation create better climatic conditions for touristic activities

> Water retention with plants

Sand and gravels with natural grass (4cm)

Soil and gravels / rock mixture (15cm)

Geotextil
Rocks / stones (30-40cm)

> Detailed soil structure
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technical Guidelines

Toilets

1>When the site is highly visited, utilities like toilets become a main issue that must be tackled
2>Toilets have to be integrated in the geographical context (relief,vegetation, architecture...)
3>Water treatment has to be included in the building or a pumping system might be implemented
4>Toilets are not the main object, or the touristic focal point, they have to be discreet
Viewpoint

Toilet «with viewpoint»

Water treatment with ‘biosand’
filters, a cost-effective water
filtration system using sand

> Integration in the slope with a green roof or in a touristic information
point or behind a stone wall with a fountain
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technical Guidelines

Pedestrians paths
1>Paths have to be adapted to the local conditions (climate, relief, vegetation, etc.)
2>To favour local materials (grass, local sand or stone, concrete...)
3>Create a careful balance between anthropic elements and naturals elements
4>We recommend avoiding the use of precast concrete paving

Mowed grass

Gravel-stones

Natural soil

> Grass path
Sand

Gravel & stones

Grass paths

Sand and rocks paths

Geotextil

Natural soil

> Sand and rocks paths

Wood

Good ventilation

Plot

Wooden deck paths

Concrete paths

Natural soil

> Wooden deck paths
Concrete

Geotextil
Gravel

A careful balance

> Concrete paths

Natural soil
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technical Guidelines

Picnic tables

1>Contemporary design (not «rustic») to give a dynamic and modern image to the area
2>Ecological materials (local woods, steel and concrete)
3>Create special designs for the «regional logo» with different colours or textures.

cm

40 cm

75 cm

200

80 cm
170 cm

> Local wood: oak or acacia

40 cm

> Monocoloured electrostatic painting

> Coloured electrostatic painting

> Laser cutting

> Traditional assembled wood
elements without visible screws

> Elements have to be put
directly in concrete in the ground

> The logo has to be visible on the furniture
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technical Guidelines

Benches and litter bin
1>They must be designed taking into account the following special needs of being resistant
and «theft-proof» as it is the case of concrete benches that are very heavy.
2>Concrete is an ecological material which can be made with local rocks
3>Concrete can have a special colour in harmony with the landscape (vegetation, mineral...)
4>Possibility to have personalized elements with the logo of the region

> Plan and elevations

V: 0.107m3

V: 0.560 m3
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technical Guidelines

Plantations

1> Integrate touristic infrastructure in the landscape using vegetation
2> Increase local biodiversity
3> Offer new habitats for local flora and fauna
4> Create new windbreaks or shaded areas
5> Use innovative technique for sustainable plantations (mulch...)

> Sempervirens and compact windbreak

> Mixed windbreak (trees+shrubs)

> Band of trees

> Regular planting

> Organic planting

Trees shrubs and herbaceous plants

Mixed colored and textured plantations

Autumn colour from local species

Plough the soil and mulch it

Use young plants

Ensure plantations maintenance
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technical Guidelines

Totem & informations panels
1> Contemporary design (not «rustic») to create a dynamic and modern feeling of the area
2> Ecological materials (local woods, steel and concrete)
3> Create a special design linked with the «logo of the regional brand» using different colours or textures
4> Include raised letters or Braille lettering

> Concrete or wooden information panels with a «landscape framing»
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technical Guidelines

Animals observation point
1> Observation points have to be adapted to the local conditions (long wall or high tower...)
2> Build with local woods : oak, larch...
3> Constructions should take into account the surrounding vegetation in order to ensure a good integration in the landscape
4> Informations panels should be installed in and nearby the observations points
5> Observation points should have a good accessibility for groups of tourists, children, disabled...

> Recommended dimensions and
distances for informational panels

> Wildlife observation points that are constructed from wood and are adapted to the landscape : wall, tower...

Examples from «Marcanterra», a specialist in wildlife observation
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technical Guidelines

Wooden guardrails for scenic drive
1> Create a more attractive landscape view from the road
2> Associate wood with high security technology to ensure safety and a comfortable road.
For example, guardrails can be made of a steel structure that is covered with woods elements on its visible parts.
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detailed project

The panoramic caravan
Moreover, one of the main focus is to ease its integration in the cross
border area landscapes. Therefore, the panoramic caravan will look like
exactly as the apiary caravans in search of pollen that we usually see by
the roadsides. It will be composed of a wooden a panoramic viewpoint
space carried by a 5 ton deckover flatbed trailer and will be adapted
simultaneously to the 1needs1'of long
journeys
L
2
2'
3and to the organisation
of raising awareness events (presentations, films, discussions...).
The modern “apiary” panoramic viewpoint will be made of a metal
structure of rectangular stainless steel pipes with hemp fibre
insulation, OSB panels and wooden finishes. In order to keep thermal
comfort and extend the possibility of use in winter times, the walls will
be recovered of hemp fibres.
The interior space can be arranged and furnished in different ways in
order to adapt easily to the various activities that will be organised:
bird watching, film screening, cafe, discussions room...
49

J

K

I

49

142

115

115

50
50

50

50

42

63.5

42

22

The Panoramic Caravan will be a special and innovative place to
contemplate and to learn about Landscapes by understanding its
complex structure. Landscapes are dynamics structures that may
require “dynamic equipment and facilities” for the organisation of
raising awareness and promotion activities.
This panoramic viewpoint has been thought as a mobile one. Therefore,
the caravan will be towed all over the cross border area to organize
events or to promote unknown areas.

37

Accredited flatbed trailer
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detailed project

The panoramic bench
Most of the panoramic viewpoints, identified in the
Eastern Danube Region, need to be renovated and
lack of designed outdoor furnitures that encourage
travelers to stop to rest and contemplate the landscapes
while better understanding their features and history.
Beautiful open spaces besides the road, hidden
corners on the hills or in the city could be arranged with
modular benches that mark the panoramic view point
as a resting place.This innovative furniture will be made
of concrete with local conglomerate (local stones) in
order to get a durable and easy to maintain surface.
The wood covering will bring comfort and a nice design
while integrating the furniture in its environment.

Alternative 2 >
modular bench
for smaller
spaces

Alternative 1 > a platform that
gathers people and invites them
to look at the landscape

Wood covering from
treated oak 3 x 3 cm

A multi use bench inspired by the
logo of the Eastern Danube Region

Metal logo of the
Eastern Danube Region
Concrete with local stone

Bench detail

30 x 30 mm rectangular timbers treated oak Wood Finish

5 x 20 x 20 mm steel spacer with
flat head countersunk wood
screws 40x30 mm
5 x 50 x 3500 mm steel strip
100mm bolt anchors
150mm concrete finish
STM 4mm reinforcement

Scale > 1:5

Filler with recovered materials
(concrete, stones, gravel...)
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